
Walid Phares
• Walid Phares is a media commentator and professor who appears on news networks to discuss topics 

related to Muslims. During the presidential campaign and transition, he served as a foreign policy 
advisor to Donald Trump. 

 
• Phares has served on the board of advisors for ACT for America, a group the Southern Poverty Law 

Center describes as “the largest grassroots anti-Muslim hate group in America.” Shortly after the 
presidential election, ACT!’s head, Brigitte Gabriel, celebrated her group’s “direct line” to the White 
House through Phares and administration appointees who have connections to ACT. 

• The Center for American Progress (CAP) identifies Phares as an actor in the “Islamophobia network.” 
CAP considers Phares one of numerous “validators,” a group of “individuals who claim inside 
knowledge about the realities of radical Islam” because of their Middle Eastern background. 

• Phares has appeared on the Center for Security Policy’s radio show, and spoken at the group’s events as 
far back as 2009. Run by Frank Gaffney, the Center for Security Policy (CSP) is considered an anti-
Muslim hate group by the Southern Poverty Law Center. 

• Phares claims that “jihadists within the West pose as civil rights advocates.” His unsubstantiated claim 
about “jihadist” “infiltration” into American society and education has been echoed by groups like 
ACT and CSP, and activists like Pamela Geller. Like them, he believes that American Muslim 
organizations are front groups for the Muslim Brotherhood. 

• In a 2011 Mother Jones investigative report, Phares was described as a “chief ideologist” of an armed 
Christian group during the Lebanese civil war. Those interviewed who knew him during the war said 
that Phares believed the conflict was part of an ongoing civilizational war between Muslims and 
Christians. Scheduled to testify at Rep. Peter King’s 2011 hearing on “radicalization in the Muslim 
American community,” Phares was dropped after Muslim groups highlighted his reported connection to 
the Lebanese militia group. 

• With a PhD from the University of Miami, Phares has taught at National Defense University and serves 
as Provost of BAU International University in Washington, D.C. Critics have argued that Phares is 
“not in the mainstream as an academic” and have described his approach as “reduc[ing] the religion 
of Islam to terrorism and transformed terrorism—a tactic—into an ideology.” 

• Phares was a foreign policy advisor to Mitt Romney during his presidential run in 2012. Prior to 
joining the Trump campaign as an advisor, Phares was approached by four other GOP candidates for 
foreign policy briefings.  

• Speaking of the January 2017 executive order which many rights groups called a “Muslim ban,” Phares 
claimed it “is not about religion” and “not even ideology.” Earlier in July 2016, Phares spoke of Trump’s 
initial proposal for a ban on Muslim entry to the U.S. as “symbolic for provoking that debate on a need for 
a foreign policy and counter-terrorism strategy shift.”  

• A long-time advisor to elected officials and a Fox News commentator, Phares has also served as a 
terrorism analyst for NBC News and has appeared frequently on Christian Broadcasting Network and the 
Eternal World Television Network, a Catholic channel. In 2007, he was one of the primary interviewees 
for a Fox News special called “Radical Islam: Terror in Its Own Words.” In 2008, he served as an expert in 
The Third Jihad, a film produced by the Clarion Project. Phares has served on the advisory board for the 
Clarion Project, a group the SPLC considers an anti-Muslim hate group. 

IMPACT: A media commentator with affiliations to anti-Muslim groups, Walid Phares has advised the 
Trump administration and other elected officials on foreign policy.  
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/walid-phares-ph-d-b4513112/
http://www.actforamerica.org/bgeoy
https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2016/03/28/meet-anti-muslim-leaders-advising-donald-trump-and-ted-cruz
http://www.rightwingwatch.org/post/act-for-america-wants-to-ban-cair-from-addressing-state-legislatures/
https://islamophobianetwork.com/echo-chamber/walid-phares
https://islamophobianetwork.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q4LZy4ccpM8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qHO3UrkhCl0&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DIJ81jqeRqk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xEoQ8iSl3E8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z9807xD5_60
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/ideology/anti-muslim
https://books.google.com/books?id=m2fgCgAAQBAJ&pg=PA262&lpg=PA262&dq=future+jihad+phares+pdf&source=bl&ots=ltehpwgESz&sig=m3KzBdedX_ElKUwdL_N2OheFpKM&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwil3ebww5fSAhUIPiYKHQQFChcQ6AEIUjAK#v=onepage&q=%E2%80%9Cjihadists%20within%20the%20West%20pose%20as%20civil%20rights%20advocates%E2%80%9D%20&f=false
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U09OJv6zQMo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U09OJv6zQMo
http://www.centerforsecuritypolicy.org/?s=infiltration
http://pamelageller.com/category/infiltration/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SUyT6MLEM4
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2011/10/walid-phares-mitt-romney-lebanese-forces
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2011/10/walid-phares-mitt-romney-lebanese-forces
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/03/09/AR2011030902061.html
https://www.linkedin.com/in/walid-phares-ph-d-b4513112/
https://newrepublic.com/article/96519/romney-walid-phares-sharia-caucus-iowa-pawlenty
https://now.mmedia.me/lb/en/commentaryanalysis/566774-the-dinner-doctrine-angry-americans-ugly-uncles-and-foreign-policy
http://www.france24.com/en/20161022-interview-walid-phares-trump-adviser-us-presidential-election-clinton
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v88QLm--y7I&app=desktop
http://dailycaller.com/2016/07/04/exclusive-this-is-trump-foreign-policy-a-conversation-with-top-trump-adviser-dr-walid-phares/
http://docs.house.gov/meetings/FA/FA18/20150429/103392/HHRG-114-FA18-Bio-PharesW-20150429.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v88QLm--y7I&app=desktop
http://www.foxnews.com/person/p/walid-phares.html
http://walidphares.net/artman/publish/CV_8/Short-Bio-of-Porfessor-Walid-Phares.shtml
http://bridge.georgetown.edu/danger-dialogue-american-catholic-public-opinion-and-portrayals-of-islam/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7wSPUP3BRPs
http://www.apple.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXFYH5ckDKQ
http://www.thethirdjihad.com/
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/ideology/anti-muslim

